Southern Connecticut State University 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 

Minutes of October 16, 2013
http://www.southernct.edu/facultysenate/senateminutes/
The fourth meeting of 2013-2014 was called to order at 12:22 pm by President William Faraclas.

Members Present/Absent (Members absent are designated in bold)

	Emmanuel Emenyonu (Accounting)
	Ramon Vega de Jesus (Couns/Sch Psych)
	Luisa Piemontese (WLL/Foreign Language)
	Mel Prince (Marketing)
	 (Part-Time Faculty)
	Heather Pizzanello  (Social Work)

	Valerie Andrushko (Anthropology)
	Jim Fullmer (Earth Science) 
	Lisa Vitale (World Literature  Language)
	Maria Diamantis    (Mathematics)
	David Pettigrew (Philosophy)
	Stephen Monroe Tomczak
(Social Work)

	 Greg Cochenet (Art)
	Sam Andoh (Econ/Finance)
	Leon Yacher (Geography)
	John Scheuermann (Mathematics)
	Jim Dolan

 (Physics)
	Jessica Kenty Drane (Sociology)

	Meghan Brown  (Athletics)
	Beena Achhpal (Education)
	Nikos Chrissidis (History)
	Wes O’Brien  (Media Studies)
	Kevin Buterbaugh (Political Science)
	Patricia Major (Special Ed/Reading)

	Jonathan Weinbaum (Biology)


	Peter Madonia      (Ed Leadership)
	Michelle Thompson  (History)
	Mark Kuss (Music)
	Gayle Bessenoff (Psychology)
	Ron Tamura (Special Ed/Reading)

	Adiel Coca (Chemistry)
	Joel Dodson (English)
	Jerry Dunklee (Journalism)
	Chris Denhup (Nursing)
	Kevin Colwell (Psychology)
	Larry Nye (Theatre)

	Derek Taylor  (Communication)
	Mike Shea (English)
	Elsie Okobi

 (Library Science)
	Lisa Rebeschi   (Nursing)
	William Faraclas (President)
	Susan Cusato (Past President)

	Deborah Weiss  (Com Disorders)
	Paul Petrie

 (English)
	Rebecca Hedreen (Library Science)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Deb Flynn (Public Health)
	 Elizabeth Keenan (UCF)

	Amal Abdel Raouf (Computer Science)
	Matt Rothbard  (Exercise Science)
	Jeff Dickens
(Library Services)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Jan Jones (Recreation/ Leisure)
	Chris Petto (Grad Council)

	Michelle Lawler (Counseling)
	Robert Gregory  (Exercise Science)
	Rick Bassett (Management)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Catherine Koehler (Science Ed/Env Stud)
	Mary Papazian (SCSU President)

	Guests:  Jaye Bailey, Tracy Tyree, Brad Crerar, Cathy Christy, Robert Demezzo, Chris Piscitelli
	Sarah Green (Student Government)
	
	
	
	


Approval of Minutes:  The Minutes of the Faculty Senate Meeting of October 2, 2013 were approved as distributed.  
President’s Report-  distributed.  President Faraclas welcomed Ms. Sarah Green to the FS as the SGA representative who is also the vice chair to the BOR Student services.  
Announcements -- none
OLD BUSINESS:

1. Resolution to Change Language Regarding the Board of Trustees --- after brief discussion the resolution was approved as submitted with 32 votes in favor, none against. 
2. Resolution to Bring P&T Document in Line with the CBA regarding the Role of the President in DEC Hardship --- after brief discussion the resolution was approved as submitted with 30 votes in favor, none against.
NEW BUSINESS: 

Standing Committee Reports:

1. Elections -- Senator Rothbard reported that ballots are prepared and ready to be distributed with 16 nominations across the different committees have been received.   
· Unfortunately many committees have no nominations or not enough nominations for the needed seats.
· Lengthy discussion on the lack of such nominations; one reason may be the fact that teaching and creative activity are the top two categories which consume faculty’s energy and time.  Although service is important for faculty and the shared governance, service also falls short.  The need to assist the new faculty in being aware of the importance of service for the P&T process.

2.  Finance -- Senator Madonia reported the following:
· for FY 13 there were $80,000 never encumbered, all requests for TA’s were approved.  
· Full Time FY 14: Carry over from FY 13: $105,308;  FY AAUP new funding:  $227,715; Sub total: $333,023
· Expended thus far FY 14: ($22,347);  
· Committed FY as of 10/01/13:  ($35,166)
· Balance as of 10/01/13 for FT : $227,510
· Part-Time TA AAUP Carry over FY 13: $1,592;

· PT FY 14 New Funding: $25,301

· Expended thus far FY 14: $($3,830)

· Committed FY 14 as of 10/01/13: ($7,723)

· Balance as of 10/01/13 for PT: $15,383

·  Much discussion on the funds and suggestions to (a) keep track of remaining funds; invite President Papazian to discuss the amount for next after summarizing/analyzing this year’s expenses.   There was a suggestion that President Papazian shares her justification on the decision of the current amount vs the approved by the Senate last year and the past practice of such decisions. 
3.  Personnel Policy -- Senator Bessenoff  reported that the committee wishes to invite a representative from the coaching faculty and discuss what should be included on the P&T documents on coaches’ evaluation.  The committee also is reviewing carefully all documents for errors as many questions have been raised on the documents. 

· The deadline for members on the DEC Hardship, is too early.  This past year the deadline was June.  Suggestion was made that the deadline should be in September because faculty have made decisions about going forward with P&T evaluations.
4. Rules:   Senator Coca stated that the committee has been reviewing the  chair’s document to make appropriate and necessary revisions.  
5. Student Policy  -- Senator Tamura explained that the committee is looking at the sexual harassment policy and will be meeting with appropriate departments to discuss the policy.
6. Technology -- Senator Dickens  reported that the committee has met a couple times and are looking into importing student photos into class rosters – Karen Musmano agreed that it could be done by winter 14 as the L-9 will be lined up and facebook will have ability to upload photos.  David Petroski is a member of the committee serving as the “advisor”.  Key points for future meetings are: privacy and ownership of research; Need of Centralized L-9 or not; 
There were two suggestions from other senators:

(a) that the committee examines the possibility for the STAR students’ program which was very helpful in the past, were student workers were assisting faculty with IT issues; 

(b) Summer Tech workshops which provided professional development for faculty with latest technological resources.
7.  Academic Policy -- Senator Pettigrew reported the committee’s two items: student opinion surveys can be created and approved by the individual departments.
The committee has also discussed the Grade Appeal Policy.  Senator Pettigrew asked for the sense of the senate on the following: 

(a) addition of the appropriate dean to the UGAC as an ex-officio member.  The results were: 11 in favor; 15 opposed.
Questions from other senator on what would the Dean’s role be as ex officio, is that they would share valuable information in order to expedite the decision.  In addition a suggestion was made that the dean be appointed in a case by case, as needed. 
The committee will meet with the Dean’s council soon.
At this time, President Faraclas introduced Dr. Tracey Tyree, Vice President of Student Affairs, and thanked her for coming to address the FS.

Dr. Tyree thanked the FS for the invitation and introduced other members from the Student Affairs office: Brad Crerar, Chris Piscitelli, Peter Troiano, Cathy Christy, and Rob DeMaio.

She stated that the Office of Student Affairs represents the lives of SCSU students outside the classroom. She is excited to be at Southern as a university that intersects all of her previous university experiences. In addition she found very striking the faculty commitment on the success of our students.  She believes that students’ life outside the classroom enhances their education.  She recognized the history of partnerships that currently exist between the faculty and student life outside the classroom.  The areas of focus for the Student Affairs office is: to improve the engagement across the institution; to continue the actions for success outside the classroom for all students, including the commuter students, the transfer students and the graduate students; to improve student learning by providing engagement outside the classroom; to support academic learning improvements; and to measure concretely how students affairs can do all above and continue to assist the improvement of student life.
Responses from the floor on the following issues:  She wishes to investigate ways for travel opportunities for graduate students as there is some amount in the budget; She is interested in improving resources for students with non-documented disabilities.  She wishes to expand different socials for our graduate students.  In general she is supportive in faculty’s input on improving all of our students’ life during their education at SCSU.
Motion to adjourn at 2:09.
Respectfully submitted,

Maria Diamantis

Faculty Senate Secretary.

