Southern Connecticut State University 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 

Minutes of October 30, 2013
http://www.southernct.edu/facultysenate/senateminutes/
The fifth meeting of 2013-2014 was called to order at 12:22 pm by President William Faraclas.

Members Present/Absent (Members absent are designated in bold)

	Emmanuel Emenyonu (Accounting)
	Ramon Vega de Jesus (Couns/Sch Psych)
	Luisa Piemontese (WLL/Foreign Language)
	Mel Prince (Marketing)
	 (Part-Time Faculty)
	Heather Pizzanello  (Social Work)

	Valerie Andrushko (Anthropology)
	Jim Fullmer (Earth Science) 
	Lisa Vitale (World Literature  Language)
	Maria Diamantis    (Mathematics)
	David Pettigrew (Philosophy)
	Stephen Monroe Tomczak

(Social Work)

	 Greg Cochenet (Art)
	Sam Andoh (Econ/Finance)
	Leon Yacher (Geography)
	John Scheuermann (Mathematics)
	Jim Dolan

 (Physics)
	Jessica Kenty Drane (Sociology)

	Meghan Brown  (Athletics)
	Beena Achhpal (Education)
	Nikos Chrissidis (History)
	Wes O’Brien  (Media Studies)
	Kevin Buterbaugh (Political Science)
	Patricia Major (Special Ed/Reading)

	Jonathan Weinbaum (Biology)


	Peter Madonia      (Ed Leadership)
	Michelle Thompson  (History)
	Mark Kuss (Music)
	Gayle Bessenoff (Psychology)
	Ron Tamura (Special Ed/Reading)

	Adiel Coca (Chemistry)
	Joel Dodson (English)
	Jerry Dunklee (Journalism)
	Chris Denhup (Nursing)
	Kevin Colwell (Psychology)
	Larry Nye (Theatre)

	Derek Taylor  (Communication)
	Mike Shea (English)
	Elsie Okobi

 (Library Science)
	Lisa Rebeschi   (Nursing)
	William Faraclas (President)
	Susan Cusato (Past President)

	Deborah Weiss  (Com Disorders)
	Paul Petrie

 (English)
	Rebecca Hedreen (Library Science)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Deb Flynn (Public Health)
	 Elizabeth Keenan (UCF)

	Amal Abdel Raouf (Computer Science)
	Matt Rothbard  (Exercise Science)
	Jeff Dickens
(Library Services)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Jan Jones (Recreation/ Leisure)
	Chris Petto (Grad Council)

	Michelle Lawler (Counseling)
	Robert Gregory  (Exercise Science)
	Rick Bassett (Management)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Catherine Koehler (Science Ed/Env Stud)
	Mary Papazian (SCSU President)

	Guests:  Marianne Kennedy, Cindy Simoneau, Brad Crerar, Jaye Bailey
	Guests:  Jordan Jones, Lisa Galvin, Jen Ruggiero
	Sarah Green (Student Government)
	
	
	


Approval of Minutes: October 16, 2013.  APPROVED as submitted.

Announcements – 

1.   On Thursday, 10/31 @ 12:25-1:40 pm in EN B 121, there will be a lecture by Dr. Hariz Halilovich of the Monash University on: Bosnian refugees.  The speaker was a prisoner of war and refugee from Bosnia.  Dr. Pettigrew urged all to attend.

2.  Also another lecture on Social Justice at the ASC on 10/31 @ 12:25-1:40. 

Note: all events are posted on SCSU’s web site, please check for more events and further information.  
At t his time, President Papazian took the floor to briefly discuss President’s Gray ConnSCU Strategic Initiatives 2013-16.  

President’s Gray visited SCSU and briefly discussed the ConnSCU plan.  Although the plan is not finalized, it has a fluid timeline but will be presented to Governor Malloy by January.  What he suggested is to start thinking about ideas and brainstorm at presidents’ levels, which is happening for the last 4-6 weeks.  His principles: integrity in the system, creating a system that focuses on teacher preparation and how do we revamp the programs to meet K-12 needs.   Each of the four sister institutions, is known for specific areas :  Central for STEM; Eastern for Liberal Studies; Southern for Health and Human Services (supported by STEM, Business, and Education); Western for Visual and Performing Arts.  He wishes to expand his discussions to a wider audience and the presidents are providing some ideas, so, we need to discuss it.  Some things that have come up: the strategic planning process has begun; educating for the 21st century (technology and economic environment needs); support for faculty and student research and scholarship to secure success (to build on strong traditions, while developing collaborations across the disciplines).  According to President Gray, we will all be comprehensive universities.   We are really looking between interdisciplinary commitments and the LEP program, and our strength is our Liberal Education Program.   So although we might be known as HHS center, we can also have other areas of marketing within, such as MFA in Creative Writing.
Access to higher education is a state mission, through our 2-year colleges, to assist students to get what they need.  Our commitment to student success is crucial.
President Gray wishes to expand the on-line opportunities for Charter Oak, thus, we need to investigate how do we partner or contribute to advancing programs with them.  Many details are still unknown, for example what will be handled on the system or institution level.  Certain operational parts might be centralized, streamlined.

This is the brainstorming time; the time table is short and many issues need to be ironed out.  I am reaching out to different constituents in the university to collect ideas.  Example: the leadership breakfast for all leaders next week, to try to start the ideas, what to look into, what are our strengths.  There will be an Open Town Hall meeting on Monday, November 18th.   

What followed was a lengthy discussion with some areas of concern raised:
· There is no comment on a vision for the 4-year colleges.  This has caused concerns.

· Access as a most important issue for our students to finish their education in their chosen areas, will there be further financial resources for our students?

· Request to access UCONN’s plan for further information.

·  Faculty’s concern on the lack of vision for the 4-year colleges and relying on President Papazian for support.
· Question on what is the faculty role on this process?  The answer was to create various ideas from all schools, all constituents should have a voice for the next couple weeks.  
Motion: “to create a Faculty Senate subcommittee to collect these suggestions”.  Motion was seconded.  After lengthy deliberation the motion was defeated.  

Motion:  “All Senate committees meet next Wednesday, 11/6, discuss and create a short report.  The reports will be sent to Senate Secretary Maria Diamantis, who will distribute all reports before the 11/13 meeting.  During that FS meeting, these reports will be discussed.”  After lengthy discussion, the motion was accepted unanimously. 
One question was raised:  President Gray referred to “New Haven”.  Clarification is needed if this meant the city of New Haven or the region of New Haven.  
President’s Report:  distributed and some items were discussed:

· Faculty Senate meetings moved to EN B 121 A/B due to the State Fire Marshal’s ruling that FO 307 has a maximum capacity of 38 persons and the FS has more members than that.
· Senator Kevin Colwell and Catherine Koehler are appointed to the President’s commission on Campus Climate and Inclusion.

· The two resolutions submitted to President Papazian were approved: F-13-01 Resolution to Change Language Regarding the Board of Trustees and F-12-02 Resolution to Bring P&T document in Line with the CBA Regarding the Role of the University President in DEC Hardship Pool.

· All-University Committee Chairs and Faculty Senate Representatives – the handout was distributed.  The final copy will be posted on the FS’s web site.

· Enrollment Management: Fall 2014 student census projection: 10,600 (fall 13 actual enrollment at 3rd week: 10,783).

· New position was announced:  Director of Special Academic Programs and Sessions.

· The Executive Summary: 2013 National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) handout was distributed.

· CSU Leadership Group Meeting with Board of Regents President Gray took place on October 25, 2013.  Themes mentioned:

· Student focus

· Appreciation and respect for shared governance and faculty input

· Emphasis on “system” (with exploration of benefits of some centralization)

· Transferability (of students and coursework)

· Applications and records

· On-line coursework (emphasis on role of Charter Oak to avoid duplication)

· Discussions are underway with campus Presidents about areas of emphasis/distinction

· Faculty input and feedback are expected as part of the process

· Faculty Senate needs to reach out to President Papazian

· Visit from BOR President Gray to SCSU on October 28, 2013:

· President Gray is working to restore trust and integrity to ConnSCU
· President Gray is assertively pressing our case with all state legislators

· Charter Oak will increase enrollment 6-fold, and be a major provider of online coursework.

· CCs will maintain mission of access and embrace workforce mission (in allied health, areas of manufacturing, financial services, hospitality, and information technology).

· CSU role is to be defined; intent is for each campus to have an area of emphasis.

· Academic Impact:  items on the horizon:

· Graduate Program Prioritization: Senate role (CBA Articles 5.18 and 5.20)

· Proposal to move School of Health and Human Services to an off-campus location

· Re-assessment of the practice of team teaching with the Honors College courses. 

OLD BUSINESS: - none
NEW BUSINESS: - none
Standing Committee Reports:

· Finance -- Senator Emenyonu reported (in the absence of Chair Madonia) that the unencumbered TA money for  FT:  $220,405 and for PT: $9,754.
· Personnel Policy -- Senator Bessenoff reported that at the last week’s committee meeting the swim coach participated to discuss P&T evaluations since there is a missing section for the coaches on our document.  Discussion to revise the Sabbatical Applications’ deadlines. 
· Rules -- Senator Coca reported that the committee is looking at chair’s document, discussing the process to change language where the department will have a preferential pole, followed by nominations, then department will have second vote before it goes forward to the dean.  
· Student Policy  -- Senator Tamura reported that the committee met with diversity and equity representative and they have scheduled a visit from Dr. Tyree for next week, but will have to reschedule due to the new agenda item as voted upon earlier.
· Technology – Senator Dickens reported that the committee is still searching for facts that will inform their work.  
· Academic Policy -- Senator Pettigrew presented the letter on “Student Opinion Surveys” but due to time restrictions (passed 1:45 pm), there was a brief discussion only.  No action was taken at this time.  This document needs to be discussed and acted upon as the survey is required by contract.  

· Elections – Senator Rothbard reported that there were 2 nominations for 20 committee openings.   Please encourage your colleagues, even new faculty.  There was a suggestion that a list of committees and their description should be on the web for faculty to reference.  
UCF Update – Dr. Elizabeth Keenan --- none at this time
Graduate Council Update – Dr. Christine Petto ---- none at this time
FASP / USPaRC Update – Dr. Pettigrew/Dr. Madonia --- none at this time
Meeting adjourned at 2:02 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Maria Diamantis

Faculty Senate Secretary.

