Southern Connecticut State University 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 

Minutes of November 13, 2013
http://www.southernct.edu/facultysenate/senateminutes/
The sixth meeting of 2013-2014 was called to order at 12:22 pm by President William Faraclas.

Members Present/Absent (Members absent are designated in bold)

	Emmanuel Emenyonu (Accounting)
	Ramon Vega de Jesus (Couns/Sch Psych)
	Luisa Piemontese (WLL/Foreign Language)
	Mel Prince (Marketing)
	 (Part-Time Faculty)
	Heather Pizzanello  (Social Work)

	Valerie Andrushko (Anthropology)
	Jim Fullmer (Earth Science) 
	Lisa Vitale (World Literature  Language)
	Maria Diamantis    (Mathematics)
	David Pettigrew (Philosophy)
	Stephen Monroe Tomczak

(Social Work)

	 Greg Cochenet (Art)
	Sam Andoh (Econ/Finance)
	Leon Yacher (Geography)
	John Scheuermann (Mathematics)
	Jim Dolan

 (Physics)
	Jessica Kenty Drane (Sociology)

	Meghan Brown  (Athletics)
	Beena Achhpal (Education)
	Nikos Chrissidis (History)
	Wes O’Brien  (Media Studies)
	Kevin Buterbaugh (Political Science)
	Patricia Major (Special Ed/Reading)

	Jonathan Weinbaum (Biology)


	Peter Madonia      (Ed Leadership)
	Michelle Thompson  (History)
	Mark Kuss (Music)
	Gayle Bessenoff (Psychology)
	Ron Tamura (Special Ed/Reading)

	Adiel Coca (Chemistry)
	Joel Dodson (English)
	Jerry Dunklee (Journalism)
	Chris Denhup (Nursing)
	Kevin Colwell (Psychology)
	Larry Nye (Theatre)

	Derek Taylor  (Communication)
	Mike Shea (English)
	Elsie Okobi

 (Library Science)
	Lisa Rebeschi   (Nursing)
	William Faraclas (President)
	Susan Cusato (Past President)

	Deborah Weiss  (Com Disorders)
	Paul Petrie

 (English)
	Rebecca Hedreen (Library Science)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Deb Flynn (Public Health)
	 Elizabeth Keenan (UCF)

	Amal Abdel Raouf (Computer Science)
	Matt Rothbard  (Exercise Science)
	Jeff Dickens
(Library Services)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Jan Jones (Recreation/ Leisure)
	Chris Petto (Grad Council)

	Michelle Lawler (Counseling)
	Robert Gregory  (Exercise Science)
	Rick Bassett (Management)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Catherine Koehler (Science Ed/Env Stud)
	Mary Papazian (SCSU President)

	Guests:  Marianne Kennedy, Cindy Simoneau, Brad Crerar, Jaye Bailey
	Guests:  Jordan Jones, Lisa Galvin, Jen Ruggiero
	Sarah Green (Student Government)
	
	
	


Change of the order of the agenda items, was unanimously approved.  

The Minutes of October 30, 2013 were approved as submitted.

President’s Report--- distributed but there was no further discussion at this time.   
OLD BUSINESS - None
NEW BUSINESS:  President Faraclas started by asking each Standing Committee to discuss their committee’s discussions on the ConnSCU Strategic Initiatives 2013-16.  The goal of the day is to compile a bulleted set of goals to present to President Papazian as she has reached out for our feedback. 
· Personnel Policy -- Dr. Gayle Bessenoff – 

· the plan itself is not consistent with the introduction of the document
· problematic on page 2-the bullet under Forces that Drive State University 
· questionable the interpretation of the part: “Articulate and promote distinct institutional and curricular identities for each of the four CSU”; how will such phrase impact the SCSU

· strengths of the school need to be recognized; such as our graduate program, education programs, urban district, research with students, faculty known within and outside US.  Programs should be highlighted for their strength.  

· Health and Human Sciences not services.
· Rules -- Dr. Adiel Coca – one identity for our university is not fair; broad-based learning in support of arts, humanities, the sciences, as well as professional programs; one of largest graduate schools in New England.
· Student Policy  -- Senator Koehler presented a set of PP slides with following information on contributing to student success:
· More student aid and on-campus jobs; 

· independent research opportunities;

· increase study abroad opportunities;
· internship opportunities;

· community service requirement;

· co-curricular activities;

· develop a seamless transition from community colleges through graduate school providing students with a pathway (considering they meet academic standards).

· Labeling SCSU:  a liberal education is necessary for a well developed workforce at all ConnSCU schools; Consider the humanities with STEM; Broaden the Health and Human services label;  Emphasize graduate school programs.
· Technology -- Senator Jeff Dickens – support from faculty for international students, preparing them to be globally successful citizens.
· Academic Policy -- Dr. David Pettigrew – STEM areas as well as LEP strengths;  smaller classes to improve successfully the retention and graduation rates;  provide investment for Faculty Research; Support FYE for success with LEP;  Provide stipends for RA’s and TA’s to attract more students; The time line necessary to prepare our thorough feedback was insufficient.  HHS might be a good unique program but students come for further education.
· Elections -- Dr. Matthew Rothbard – discuss the uniqueness of SCSU in offering eleven different world languages and many majors.  We see opportunities working with other HE institutions rather than not.
· Finance – Senator Emenyonu – what is the goal of this exercise, is it going to impact budget or just highlight important pieces to our universities.  The plan presents Central with 3 pages of it, SCSSU has only 1 or 2 pages.  Thus, something was missing, we were not represented enough.  We believe we have many other strengths; the implication that SCSU is only HHS is not likely true.  We need our other areas of strength.
At the time President Faraclas requested that each and every senator makes a statement that will be compiled and them presented to President Papazian by the Senate Executive committee.  President Papazian is very eager to receive senate’s input as well as individual comments from individual faculty who can email her any feedback directly. 
The following list of statements was gathered:

1. Numerous strengths/articulation

2. Funding for student jobs/research stipends for students/faculty/especially in sciences

3. HHS and Liberal Education/keep BS degrees at universities

4. Combination of small liberal arts and large comprehensive university

5. Increase knowledge and opportunities.  What are primary needs for the state? Meet needs of students/ no identity “by accident”.  

6. Strategic plan does say comprehensive institution / liberal education is necessary (think outside the silos).  More funding from state, etc.

7. Reject branding of SCSU/stress interface of disciplines/make clear our funding needs
8. Broad, not vocational education

9. NO centralization of online education

10. Strengthen the lib arts at grad level for the education field

11. No combined branding (as money will eventually go to HHS)

12. Danger of branding for other programs – maybe public service university.

13. Accessibility for minority students/career options for them?
14. Individual strengths of SCSU programs (fine arts)

15. Stress international leverage/presence through research

16. Main quality=comprehensive / no university owns a discipline.  Applied science and engineering maybe a strategic goal.  

17. Globalization and HHS / globalization and STEM

18.  Be inclusive / stress strengths

19. Broader bullet points/ investment in research

20.   Freshmen students do not know their intended major/ add word: urban / shared governance
21. Stress small class size/taught by profs/reject supersessions

22. Space for inquiry and discovery/small classes/ lLEP/ de-emphasize work force needs, but educate citizens/foreground shared governance

23. Local history/take advantage of NE

24. Innovation as part of programs (to prepare our students for future)

25. Strengths of a comprehensive university

26. Dangers of branding:  enrollment will decline
27. Pro-active in marketing ourselves and being in control

28. Identify ourselves on values
29. Liberal education and educated citizens

30. We are closing the gap by educating urban students and preparing teachers to address those needs

31. Create an acronym/brand to sell 

32. Stress smaller classes to address our students’ needs

33. Teaching and peer reviewed research

34.  Replace HHS with: intellectual development for global citizenry (IDforGC)

35. This is the school to find yourself, no single identification-- single identification – no student feedback
36.  Explained the reasons of urgency; we need to look a little different than our other institutions; we need to emphasize we will always remain a comprehensive institution for our students; we need to emphasize that liberal arts is serving the goals of workforce; global (our strengths) through local (our students); concern that our students were not asked for feedback

37. Go back to our roots: we are only saying what our current mission/vision statements are.  We know who we are, President Gray, have you read the mission?

Motion:  “to charge the executive committee to put those statements into a comprehensive statement for presenting to President Papazian”.  Motion was seconded and approved unanimously.
Motion:  “distribute the UCF document to departments and we schedule a Special Senate meeting next Wednesday (11/20).  At that time, the full Senate will finalize the resolution, thus, there will be no committee meetings”.   Motion was seconded, and approved unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 2:02 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Maria Diamantis

Faculty Senate Secretary
