Southern Connecticut State University 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 

Minutes of April 24, 2013
http://www.southernct.edu/facultysenate/senateminutes/
The fifteenth meeting of 2012-2013 was called to order at 12:10 pm by President Susan Cusato.

Members Present/Absent (Members absent are designated in bold)

	Emmanuel Emenyonu (Accounting)
	Michelle Lawler (Counseling)
	Susan Calahan  (Exercise Science)
	Rick Bassett (Management)
	 (Part-Time Faculty)
	Dana Schneider (Social Work)

	Valerie Andrushko (Anthropology)
	Uchenna Nwachuku (Couns/Sch Psych)
	Luisa Piemontese (WLL/Foreign Language)
	Mel Prince (Marketing)
	 (Part-Time Faculty)
	Heather Pizzanello

(Social Work)

	Jeff Slomba  (Art)
	Tom Fleming  (Earth Science) 
	Lisa Vitale (World Literature  Language)
	Maria Diamantis    (Mathematics)
	David Pettigrew (Philosophy)
	Jon Bloch (Sociology)

	Terrence Lavin (Art)
	Sam Andoh (Econ/Finance)
	Patrick Heidkamp (Geography)
	John Scheuermann (Mathematics)
	Jim Dolan

 (Physics)
	Patricia Major (Special Ed/Reading)

	Meghan Brown  (Athletics)
	Beena Achhpal (Education)
	Chris Petto (History)
	Wes O’Brien  (Media Studies)
	Kevin Buterbaugh (Political Science)
	Ruth Eren (Special Ed/Reading)

	Jonathan Weinbaum (Biology)


	Peter Madonia      (Ed Leadership)
	Ginny Metaxas  (History)
	Terese Gemme (Music)
	Gayle Bessenoff (Psychology)
	Larry Nye (Theatre)

	Adiel Coca (Chemistry)
	Judy Tarbox (English)
	Jerry Dunklee (Journalism)
	Chris Denhup (Nursing)
	Kevin Colwell (Psychology)
	Marty Hartog (UCF)

	Annette Madlock-Gatison (Communication)
	Mike Shea (English)
	Elsie Okobi

 (Library Science)
	Pennie Sessler Branden  (Nursing)
	William Faraclas (Public Health)
	Chris Petto (Grad Council)

	Deborah Weiss  (Com Disorders)
	Paul Petrie

 (English)
	Rebecca Hedreen (Library Science)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Jim  MacGregor (Recreation/ Leisure)
	Mary Papazian (SCSU President)

	Herv Podnar (Computer Science)
	Matt Rothbard  (Exercise Science)
	Sue Clerc

(Library Services)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Susan Cusato (Science Ed/Env Studies)
	Student Government:  Sarah Green


Elections:  
* President of the Faculty Senate for 2013-2014
Senator Rothbard, chair of the Elections committee, took the floor to run the elections as per the Constitution and By-Laws.  

Nominations:  

(a) Senator Faraclas  was nominated and seconded (Bloch, Madonia) .  Senator Faraclas accepted the nomination.  

(b) Senator O’Brien was nominated and seconded (Clerk, Heidkamp).  Senator O’Brien accepted the nomination.
(c) Senator Diamantis was nominated and seconded (Petto, Bessenoff).  Senator Diamantis accepted the nomination.

(d)  Senator Bloch was nominated and seconded (Faraclas, Prince).  Senator Bloch accepted the nomination.

Nominations were closed.  There was a request for the candidates to briefly address the Senate on their vision of the presidency and the mission of the Faculty Senate.   
Secret ballots were distributed asking senators to vote for one candidate only.  The top candidates with majority votes will be the finalists for the second round of secret ballot election. 

Since the Secretary is a candidate, she can not assist in the ballot counting.  Senator Rothbard and three members of the elections committee will count the collected ballots.

Senator Rothbard announced the results as President of the Senate for 2013-2014: 

Senator Faraclas – 15
Senator Diamantis – 9
Senator O’Brien -  5

Senator Bloch -  4

The second round of elections were counted (22 to 11) and Senator Faraclas is the Faculty Senate President for the 2013-2014 Academic Year. 
* Treasurer of the Senate for 2013-2014
Senator Madonia was nominated and seconded  (Dunklee, Diamantis).  Senator Madonia accepted the nomination.
Since there were no other nominations, the Secretary had to cast a ballot for Senator Madonia as the Treasurer of the Faculty Senate for the 2013-2014 Academic Year.  
Approval of Minutes: 
-The Faculty Senate Minutes of April 10, 2013 – approved with one revision.  There were two abstentions.

-The Faculty Senate Minutes of April 17, 2013 – were approved as submitted.  There was one abstention.
Announcements

· Former Faculty member and Senator, Dr. Kerry Grant, was the author of an AAUP investigative report for the AAUP publication.  During his years at SCSU, he had been a mentor for many senators and he was instrumental as an author of our contract. 
President’s Report – the report was distributed and items discussed were:
· The revisions of the Senate Constitution passed the faculty vote.  The vote was 25 approved, 1 opposed.

· SCSU is not using Common Applications for incoming freshmen at the current time but might implement one for the next year.
· Freshmen enrollment for fall 2013 is 1315.  Confirmed deposits (as of today) are at 934 students.  Last year’s they were at 1099.  Admissions will be conducting “blast” calls through May 1, which is the deadline.
· Summer enrollment is up overall 9.6%.  Graduate enrollment is up by 21.8% .  Registration by credits is up 6.7% for undergraduate courses and 33.7% for graduate courses.  On-line course offerings are up 53.3% from 60 in 2012 to 92 in 2013.

· The BOR approved a revision to the Liberal Studies Program and a new General Studies Program.

OLD BUSINESS:

· Resolution on AAUP Travel Funds – Finance committee’s recommendation is: Full time faculty: $1300 and Part time faculty: $650.  
After a short discussion the question was called with no objection.  Resolution was approved with 30 yes, 1 no, no abstention.

· Resolution on Faculty Creative Activity Funds –  the resolution: approved unanimously with a minor friendly amendment.
· Resolution on the Incremental Increase of Faculty Creative Activity Research – the resolution was approved by majority, 1 abstention.

· Resolution on the Restoration of Faculty Creative Activity Research Grant Funds, 2012-2013 – the resolution was approved unanimously.  
· Resolution concerning the University Strategic Plan and the Graduate Program Prioritization Process – was approved by majority, three abstentions.
· It was suggested/recommended that this topic is brought up at the Town Hall meeting which is next Friday 1:30-3:30 in Engleman.
Suggestion that the strategic plan should be initiated first and then there will be a motion for the Graduate Program Prioritization Process.  

At this time, there was a motion to discuss this new agenda item: the Proposal 1 And Proposal 2, for the TA’s for travel funds:

· Academic Excellence statement should be included on the top of both resolutions.

· The numbered items will be the where as and the last statement will be the “be it resolved”
After some discussion on Proposal 1 - The resolution was approved unanimously with above revisions. 

After some discussion on Proposal 2 – The resolution was approved by majority, 1 abstention.

Another topic of lengthy discussion is about the faculty who travel during the summer and the implication of the TA’s from current or next year.   No final decision on this.
NEW BUSINESS:   None
Standing Committee Reports: 

· Personnel Policy – Senator Bessenoff reported that there will be forthocoming some resolutions to change P and T document and to revise the language from BOT to BOR, etc.
· Rules – Senator Coca – the committee continues the discussion on the by-laws and constitution
· Student Policy – Senator Madonia reported that the committee is monitoring the policy on student misconduct 
· Technology – Senator Tarbox – no report
· Academic Policy – Senator Bloch reported that Kim Laing has visited the committee and has contributed with important information for Banner (ie minors on Banner).  He also reminded everyone about the student surveys.  Departments can use own surveys as long as the surveys are approved by the whole department.  There was some discussion on how this will be implied to the P and T process.
· Elections – Senator Rothbard  reported that the voting for the elections on All University Committees are due next Friday.  
· Finance – Senator Calahan reported that the faculty travel survey will be coming out soon.
UCF Update  -- three resolutions/issues: 1)  UCF has voted to suspend Prac review for the
next academic year.  Reason is that the reassigned time has been cut;  2)  Resolution by UCF to decrease the enrollment cap for W courses, of 1 decrease per semester to come down to original numbers; 3)  The caps of enrollment for classes will not be increased by administration over the summer (to remain status quo for this summer).   There will be a broader discussion on this topic.  
Graduate Council Update:  None
FASP / USPaRC Update:  None
At this time, Senator Faraclas expressed the Senate’s appreciation for President Susan Cusato who has been so dedicated and hard working, the perfect leader for the past three years.  It is hard to find the right words to express our appreciation for her leadership.  The Senate gave a standing ovation to thank Dr. Susan Cusato for all her contributions.
Motion to adjourn at 1:59 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Maria Diamantis

Faculty Senate Secretary
