Southern Connecticut State University 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 

Minutes of December 4, 2013
http://www.southernct.edu/facultysenate/senateminutes/
The eighth meeting of 2013-2014 was called to order at 12:22 pm by President William Faraclas.

Members Present/Absent (Members absent are designated in bold)

	Emmanuel Emenyonu (Accounting)
	Ramon Vega de Jesus (Couns/Sch Psych)
	Luisa Piemontese (WLL/Foreign Language)
	Mel Prince (Marketing)
	 (Part-Time Faculty)
	Heather Pizzanello  (Social Work)

	Valerie Andrushko (Anthropology)
	Jim Fullmer (Earth Science) 
	Lisa Vitale (World Literature  Language)
	Maria Diamantis    (Mathematics)
	David Pettigrew (Philosophy)
	Stephen Monroe Tomczak

(Social Work)

	 Greg Cochenet (Art)
	Sam Andoh (Econ/Finance)
	Leon Yacher (Geography)
	John Scheuermann (Mathematics)
	Jim Dolan

 (Physics)
	Jessica Kenty- Drane (Sociology)

	Meghan Brown  (Athletics)
	Beena Achhpal (Education)
	Nikos Chrissidis (History)
	Wes O’Brien  (Media Studies)
	Kevin Buterbaugh (Political Science)
	Patricia Major (Special Ed/Reading)

	Jonathan Weinbaum (Biology)


	Peter Madonia      (Ed Leadership)
	Michelle Thompson  (History)
	Mark Kuss (Music)
	Gayle Bessenoff (Psychology)
	Ron Tamura (Special Ed/Reading)

	Adiel Coca (Chemistry)
	Joel Dodson (English)
	Jerry Dunklee (Journalism)
	Chris Denhup (Nursing)
	Kevin Colwell (Psychology)
	Larry Nye (Theatre)

	Derek Taylor  (Communication)
	Mike Shea (English)
	Elsie Okobi

 (Library Science)
	Lisa Rebeschi   (Nursing)
	William Faraclas (President)
	Susan Cusato (Past President)

	Deborah Weiss  (Com Disorders)
	Paul Petrie

 (English)
	Rebecca Hedreen (Library Science)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Deb Flynn (Public Health)
	 Elizabeth Keenan (UCF)

	Amal Abdel Raouf (Computer Science)
	Matt Rothbard  (Exercise Science)
	Jeff Dickens
(Library Services)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Jan Jones (Recreation/ Leisure)
	Chris Petto (Grad Council)

	Michelle Lawler (Counseling)
	Robert Gregory  (Exercise Science)
	Rick Bassett (Management)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Catherine Koehler (Science Ed/Env Stud)
	Mary Papazian (SCSU President)

	Guests: Brad Crerar
	Guests: 
	Sarah Green (Student Government)
	
	
	


12:10

Approval of Minutes: 
November 13/2013 - approved as submitted.
Special Meeting of November 20/2013 – approved as submitted
Announcements:
- Friday, December 6, @ 1:30-3:30 pm – ASC Ballroom – Faculty Workshop:  Transforming Education with Contemplative Pedagogy: Insights, Challenges, and Implementation.

President’s Report:  The report was distributed and the following items were discussed: 
President Faraclas extended the congratulatory emails he received about the Faculty Senate statement on the ConnSCU Strategic Initiatives, to Dr. David Pettigrew and the Executive Committee. 

1. Senators Cochenet, Diamantis, Dickens, Dunklee, Hedreen, Petrie, Shea, and Faraclas, met with five members of the SGA Executive Board to listen to student concerns.  Students shared their concerns and made comments on the following areas:

· great benefit to having small classes

· course cancellations very problematic for students

· scheduling problems delay graduation

· large lectures work for some students, many students don’t do well in large classes, but register for it since there is no other choice

· students want to interact one-to-one with faculty

· important for students to be known, recognized by their professors by name

· many classes offered at night, frustrating for those students who work such hours

· equipment break down, therefore class time is wasted

· registration system went down, very frustrating to students

· online issues with faculty disappearing for weeks and they don’t know appropriate technology usage

2.  Meeting with Graduate Student Affairs Committee – the invitation was received enthusiastically, a meeting will be scheduled for next semester.

3. Letter to President Papazian signed by the Faculty Leadership Council, urging her to incorporate faculty recommendations into the ConnSCU Strategic Initiatives which is being composed by the CSU Presidents.

4. Fall semester’s recap:

a. Composed two resolutions on updating FS documents that were approved by President Papazian

b. Attended State-of-University address as a group

c. Critically reviewed draft “ConnSCU Strategic Initiatives 2013-2016”

d. Produced Faculty Senate Statement on ConnSCU Strategic Initiatives

e. Reviewed and approved UCF resolution on LEP class size

f. Commenced outreach to students (SGA and GASC) and Coaches.

5. Review of Assigned Tasks for Spring 2014.

A concern was raised about a proposal to move the School of Health and Human Services to an off-campus location.  This will have a negative academic impact for students and faculty.  

A motion to send a resolution to President Papazian that “any plans related to the location of a new building  off the main campus for the School of HHS be transparent and collaborative with the Senate and all campus stakeholders.”  Motion was seconded.  After lengthy discussion, the decision was made that the Faculty Senate Executive Committee drafts a letter to President Papazian immediately.  The letter should include the following statement:  “There are currently plans being discussed regarding the relocation of the School of HHS to an off campus site.  To date, there has been no university-wide communication or consultation with faculty, nor students.  We request a statement of clarification be provided to the Faculty Senate within _____days.”
The motion on the resolution will be tabled for future action.  Executive committee will craft a letter asap.  

OLD BUSINESS --  Student Opinion Surveys (SOS) – David. The document was distributed and discussed at Senate meeting but since there was no quorum, no action was taken.  

Statement of fact: according to the contract the SOS are not required. There is a misconception that they have to be used.  We need to address that the SOS currently used has expired since it was originally recommended as a temporary method, and no other CSU campuses are using.  
The document is being reviewed and discussion occurred around the fact that if current SOS is dropped, how will it affect our faculty in the evaluation cycle this year.  
We need to state the facts, address the document and then asses the teaching rightfully.  An issue on this is how will departmental evaluations be tabulated?   

Point #2 is that the contract is ambiguous because it states that any SOS needs departmental approval.  Clarification is necessary that the assessment needs to be departmental instrument and not what it currently is. 

Motion to table this document/issue (document) for the next semester.  It was seconded.  Discussion centered in to tabling the decision but sending out a shorter, clearer version to state the issue.
In favor of the motion to table :  in favor: 23; opposed: 6;  the issue to be tabled is approved.

NEW BUSINESS:   none
Standing Committee Reports:

· Rules -- Dr. Adiel Coca – committee didn’t meet last week. No report. 
· Student Policy  -- Dr. Ron Tamura -- committee didn’t meet last week. Nothing to report. 
· Technology -- Dr. Jeff Dickens -- committee didn’t meet last week. Nothing to report. 
· Academic Policy -- Dr. David Pettigrew – the committee is discussing the grade appeal and will be meeting next Wednesday 12-2 at the Philosophy seminar room.  The administration is pressuring for a final statement.  Another issue that the committee is discussing is the enrollment cap and they are looking for input on this.  

· Elections -- Dr. Matthew Rothbard – no report.

· Finance -- Dr. Peter Madonia  full time travel available: $204,370 remaining.  Part time: $5,112;  creative activity $5,760.  About 200 TAs were approved and money is still available.  Peter sought input about the request of figure on the travel funds as President Papazian made her own decision last year.  He wishes to come to the senate earlier and discuss for the proper amount to be recommended to President Papazian.  President Papazian had an ad-hoc committee to investigate travel issues and the document was circulated but no action was taken.  More information is needed and it was suggested that it should be gathered.  Data of the two years if not more is crucial.  President Papazian should be invited to discuss this with the full senate.  
· Personnel Policy -- Dr. Gayle Bessenoff – no meeting last week.
· UCF Update – Dr. Elizabeth Keenan --  no further report.  
· Graduate Council Update – Dr. Christine Petto – no report 
· FASP / USPaRC Update – Dr. Pettigrew/Dr. Madonia – with the recent Strategic Steering Committee’s work, how is FASP going to be impacted?
Respectully submitted,
Maria Diamantis

Faculty Senate Secretary
