Southern Connecticut State University 

F A C U L T Y S E N A T E 

Minutes of November 20, 2013
Special Senate Meeting
http://www.southernct.edu/facultysenate/senateminutes/
The seventh meeting of 2013-2014 was called to order at 12:22 pm by President William Faraclas.
Members Present/Absent (Members absent are designated in bold)

	Emmanuel Emenyonu (Accounting)
	Ramon Vega de Jesus (Couns/Sch Psych)
	Luisa Piemontese (WLL/Foreign Language)
	Mel Prince (Marketing)
	 (Part-Time Faculty)
	Heather Pizzanello  (Social Work)

	Valerie Andrushko (Anthropology)
	Jim Fullmer (Earth Science) 
	Lisa Vitale (World Literature  Language)
	Maria Diamantis    (Mathematics)
	David Pettigrew (Philosophy)
	Stephen Monroe Tomczak

(Social Work)

	 Greg Cochenet (Art)
	Sam Andoh (Econ/Finance)
	Leon Yacher (Geography)
	John Scheuermann (Mathematics)
	Jim Dolan

 (Physics)
	Jessica Kenty Drane (Sociology)

	Meghan Brown  (Athletics)
	Beena Achhpal (Education)
	Nikos Chrissidis (History)
	Wes O’Brien  (Media Studies)
	Kevin Buterbaugh (Political Science)
	Patricia Major (Special Ed/Reading)

	Jonathan Weinbaum (Biology)


	Peter Madonia      (Ed Leadership)
	Michelle Thompson  (History)
	Mark Kuss (Music)
	Gayle Bessenoff (Psychology)
	Ron Tamura (Special Ed/Reading)

	Adiel Coca (Chemistry)
	Joel Dodson (English)
	Jerry Dunklee (Journalism)
	Chris Denhup (Nursing)
	Kevin Colwell (Psychology)
	Larry Nye (Theatre)

	Derek Taylor  (Communication)
	Mike Shea (English)
	Elsie Okobi

 (Library Science)
	Lisa Rebeschi   (Nursing)
	William Faraclas (President)
	Susan Cusato (Past President)

	Deborah Weiss  (Com Disorders)
	Paul Petrie

 (English)
	Rebecca Hedreen (Library Science)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Deb Flynn (Public Health)
	 Elizabeth Keenan (UCF)

	Amal Abdel Raouf (Computer Science)
	Matt Rothbard  (Exercise Science)
	Jeff Dickens
(Library Services)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Jan Jones (Recreation/ Leisure)
	Chris Petto (Grad Council)

	Michelle Lawler (Counseling)
	Robert Gregory  (Exercise Science)
	Rick Bassett (Management)
	(Part-Time Faculty)
	Catherine Koehler (Science Ed/Env Stud)
	Mary Papazian (SCSU President)

	Guests: Interim Provost Marianne Kennedy, Steve Larocco, Walter Stutzman.
	Guests: Karen Burke, Elena Grossman, Craig Hlavac, Christine Gallo, Armen Marsoobian
	Sarah Green (Student Government)
	
	
	


12:10

Approval of Minutes – none 
Announcements - none
President’s Report - none
OLD BUSINESS: 
Dr. Pettigrew, chair of the Academic Policy Committee, presented and clarified the UCF Resolution.
Historically when the LEP was created to have small classes in order to improve our retention rate of underclassmen.  The administration and faculty involved at the time, both agreed on those small enrollment caps.  As a matter of fact Engleman Hall renovations were done specifically with smaller classes in mind.  Due to the budget issues though we increased some classes temporarily (from 21 to 23).  At the same time, we started to accept students with lower SAT than before to meet our enrollment numbers.  The recent budgetary issues brought this topic again, from 23 to 30 just two weeks prior to the beginning of the semester.  Thus the resolution is presented.  

Dr. Liz Keenan, chair of UCF provided some greater context that within UCF there are faculty members with wide variety of views on the pedagogy and education.  Thus, Tier 2 courses within LEP, exists freedom to offer courses by the departments and offer courses that have the defined competencies at that level.  The strategy is to continue talking about the caps and Provost Kennedy has accepted the invitation to come and discuss this with UCF in December. 

Dr. Deb Weiss added that the resolution was crafted in a strategic manner, with no specific numbers as caps.  Discussions will continue with the administration; so far, Tier 1 was to have a cap of 20; Tier 3 capped at the seminar level but Tier 2 was not defined.  Thus, the dialogues will keep the main focus on students’ best interest and education in mind.   

After lengthy discussions and sharing of first hand experiences on the larger W classes this semester, the question was called.  The required 2/3 of votes was accounted for, thus the discussion on the motion ended.

The main motion to accept and endorse the resolution as presented by UCF, passed by majority.  In favor: 30; opposed: 4; Abstentions: 0.

Second motion: to ask the UCF and LEPC to make suggestions to the faculty senate as to the future class caps and thus, assign the APC similar role.   Motion was seconded.

UCF is trying to bring caps down and it approved unanimously to recommend that for the next three years the enrollment caps are lowered from 23 to 22 to 21.  This recommendation was not accepted by Provost Kennedy.  The Provost said that this is a temporary disapproval and wanted further evidence.

The APC will be working on crafting a motion on enrollment caps. 
Meeting was adjourned at 1:55
Respectfully submitted,
Maria Diamantis

Faculty Senate Secretary
